CLASSIC CRIMES
9th August induced Cecil to embark therein; and that
Monson, while the boat was in deep water in Ardlamont Bay,
removed the plug, sunk the boat, and thus attempted to murder
Hambrough; and (2), that on loth August, in a wood near
Ardlamont House, Monson and Scott did shoot the boy, and
thus murdered him. Annexed to the indictment was a list of
266 productions and of no witnesses for the Crown. The
prisoner being placed at the bar, and the diet called against
him and his associate, Scott, of whose absence everybody in
Court was aware, the Macer was ordered to call his name in
the Parliament Hall, and having done so, reported, not surpris-
ingly, that there was no answer. Whereupon the Solicitor-
General moved for sentence of outlawry against Edward
Sweeney, alias Davis, alias Scott, which was formally pro-
nounced by theLord Justice-Clerk, The prisoner having pleaded
Not Guilty, a jury was empanelled and the trial proceeded.
As there is according to our law and custom no opening
address for the prosecution, in a case of such extent and com-
plexity the jury might well feel overwhelmed by the mere
mass of evidence which they were called upon unaided to
digest.    Pundits actuarial and financial;   medico-legal and
shooting  experts;    gamekeepers,  boatmen,   and   servants;
bookmakers, detectives, and a choice assortment of police
officers, succeeded each other in the witness-box to help solve
the manifold riddles with which the Ardlamont Mystery
bristled.   It is impracticable here to follow in detail the testi-
mony of so great a cloud of witnesses.   The reader is now, I
hope, possessed of the main outlines of the case, and I shall
therefore confine myself to the more salient features of the
evidence, lest he should be in danger of not being able to see
the wood for the trees.   The metaphor is appropriate, for the
forensic fight waxed fiercest in the plantation; but some of the
trees will call for separate notice.   Unlike Mrs* Monson, I do
not propose to incur further "liabilities in connection with the
Hambrough estates," and of the alleged attempted drowning I
have already said enough.   The real question at issue may,
**'! think, briefly be considered under three heads:   (i) With
which gun was Cecil Hambrough shooting when he was shot?
(2) Did he die "in his tracks** on the dike, or was he lifted
from the ditch? and (3) Did Monson stand to gain or lose by
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